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the Spirit's guidance than a perversion of the truth. The Fathers did 
on the whole preserve the idea and hand it down. 



How Should the Old Testament be Taught to Children? 

In a recently published lecture on "Sincerity in the Teaching of 
the Sacred History of the Old Testament to Children," a French 
pastor, X. Koenig, pleads for a frank recognition and acceptance of 
the entirely new point of view secured by the modern historical 
method of Bible study. This historical method must be used in teach- 
ing the child. He should be made to understand the difference in 
value of legends and of contemporary documents as sources of Hebrew 
history. The conception of the Bible as the product of a long his- 
torical development will save the young student from the many shocks 
to his moral sense which are unavoidable when the Old Testament 
stories are studied from the traditional point of view. Only through 
the right use of the historical method can the Bible be made as influ- 
ential for good in the coming generation as it has been in the past. 
Adherence to old methods with the children means failure to arouse 
any vital interest in the Bible literature, if it does not result in absolute 
rejection of the Scriptures as unreasonable and incredible. Those who 
themselves accept the results of historical study must teach these results, 
for if through a mistaken idea that it is unsafe to present them to the 
child-mind they continue the traditional type of instruction, the note 
of insincerity will inevitably be recognized by the child and the instruc- 
tion fail of its purpose. 

A Modern Definition of Biblical Inspiration. 

In a pamphlet by Professor Irving F. Wood, of Smith College, 
Northampton, Mass., entitled A Tenable Theory of Biblical Inspiration, 
the discussion is summarized as follows : Biblical inspiration is divine 
influence directed toward a particular end ; it is not psychologically 
different from divine influence directed toward other ends; the great 
characteristic of its product is the uniqueness and perfection of the 
religious thought in which the Bible culminates; in no respect does 
inspiration insure perfection in all parts of the Bible ; and this inspira- 
tion must be ascribed to all whose labor entered into the production 
of the Bible. 

The difference between what is often called the older theory and a 
theory tenable in the light of modern study is mainly in the following 
points: (i) The old theory emphasized the inspiration of books; the 



